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ö j us ſaid, Suffer little Children, and forbid them 
rot, to come unto me; for ſuch ts the Ringdom 
= Wof Heaven, Matth. xix. 14. 


95 liſhed by G. Tuonursox, No. go, Old- 
“Bailey; TRAr, Paternoſter-Row; 
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THE education of children is a moſt ſerious and 
hortant charge, and perhaps as difficult as im- 
rtant ; for nature is very corrupted, and ſure to 
ke its early efforts againſt every attempt to pro- 
te their real good. To counteract this corrupted 
Wnictple, and to uſe every mean for the eftablijſh= 
nt of the divine nature early on the minds of 
uth, ſhould be the ſerious aim of all ſuch as are 
ruſted with this werghty concern. Whule it ts: 
h man to uſe the means, it reſts only with God to 
e the blefſing. The time of youth, however, muſt 
conſidered as the moſt promiſing for ſucceſs. How 
AZ 


much 


5 - 


lowed to be innocently gay, yet all theſe little gaieti 


a 


much do we hear in the Goſpels of our Lord's net: 
of children, and of his love to a chuld-like ſpirit 
IAH tis @ good encouragement for 7 as are e 
truſted with education ; but ſhall I be underſtoo, 
if I obſerve that all fuch ſhould be very righteou: 
but ſtill not righteous over much? Children are n 
eurally volatile; they muſt be humoured in things thi 
are innocent, as well as corrected for have Fault pf 
their educators therefore perpetually need a temp! 


Frm, though mild and diſpaſſionate, a folid undeho, 


ftanding, a gracious, affectionate, and genere, 
Rene. | | on 
To oppoſe this volatile diſpoſition, is to oppopra 
nature itſelf; it needs rather regulation than e 
proof ; we ſhould therefore firſt pleaſe, that aft. 
wards we may profit. Though a child ſhould be q 


may need a mild controul. Parents and guardia 
muſt firſt be beloved before they can be obeyed, un. 
by terror, which excites the obedience of vile er: 
lity ; and which conſequently creates deteſtation 
and when from the fear of theſe things the mind 
emancipated, the worſt of conſequences enſue fr, 
ſucn an ill judged education. 

1 therefore humbly requeſt thoſe to. whom I n 
write, to join with me in this attempt for the go 
of the ſucceeding generation; to pray for mii 
grace in their hearts, and much wifdom in th: 
underſtandings, that they may have much juccc/: 


their undertakings, 
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It is not in the power of language to rea(h, the 
vils that ariſe from the neglect of this duty: care- 
ens and tndifference are the open roads to pro- 
ane neſs and infidelity, 

On the other hand, the bleſſings that have at- 
ended religious education are very numerous 5 MANY 
1 parent has been made exceeding happy in their 
pffspring thereby: and as the refidute of the ſpirit s 
vit A the Lord, the like mercies are ſtill in ore for 
hofe who feek them by diligent prayer. 1 

Ihat this little book may be ſucceeded to the ac- 
ompliſhment of this bleſſed work, 1s the fincere 
pp ſprayer of one who wiſhes to be the ſervant of all for. 
mn AJeſus's fake. | 
aft: R. IIILT. 
Ze of SUR REX CHAE I., 1 
arch March 1, 1794. 
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FOR 


CHILDREN, &c. 
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DAR CnilDEenN, Oc 


. ( Preſent you with a little book, contain. 
ing the beſt advice I have in my power * 
to give you. I feel a tenderneſs and love to 
Wards children, and rather fear that in many 
families and congregations, they are too muc 

| , | neglefted, 

| 2. I am ſure our bleſſed Lord Jeſus ha- 
great compaſſion towards them; he took the. 
into his arms, and bleſſed them, and even Fo 
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proved his diſciples for keeping ſuch at a diſl- | 
tance from him; and it is very ſad if any |} 
—Kſhould keep poor children from Jeſus Chriſt. 
| will therefore now write for you a little 
book, in which you ſhall have a ſermon on 
purpole for you, made very plain, and eaſy to 
be underſtood, © | 
3. Then I will give you the hiſtories of 
ſome very good children, that lived very good 
ves, and died very happy deaths; and are 
ow taken to live and ſing with Angels, the 
praiſes of Jeſus Chriſt for ever more. 

4. And laſtly, I ſhall write you a few prayers, | 
that you may be taught to ſeek to him, who 4Þ 
alone can make you happy and good. -' 

5. And now turn over the leaf, and perhaps 
you may fee a picture of a miniſter, preaching 
a ſermon to a congregation of good little chil- 
uren, and I dare ſay the text and ſermon are 
ery like what you are to read, after you haye 
ooked at the picture. 

6. And not only that picture, but ſome more 
re to be found in this little book, that chil- Wl 
ren may be both pleaſed and profited while 
hey read, fe | 
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Come, ye children, hearken unto me, andt 
Iwill teach you the fear of the Lord 5 
Pſalm xxxiv. 11. ere 


tle 
S | 


OW from this text, I ſhall frſt obſerve 

that the great God who made heave 

and carth, and all mankind, ſces us whereveſas 

we are, and knows all we ſay and do. od 

2. And then 1 obſerye. that this on , tte 
6: 


Lu] 

holy, juſt, and good; and that he has revealed 
his bleſſed law, which forbids us all to fin 
againſt him, This holy law, you mutt all be 
taught, as written in the ten commandments : 
the ſubſtance of which is, thou ſhalt” love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy 
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and the ſecond 1s a very loving commandment 
allo ; thou H“ love thy nerghbour as thyſelf. 
hearts and lives: and our firſt parents, Adam 
and Eve, lived very happy in the garden of 
Paradiſe till they ſinned againſt this good law; 


oft the bleſſed favour of God. 


len, ſuch rich fruit as never grew in any gar- 
len beſides, only forbiding our firſt parents to 
alte of one tree, that he might prove their 
ve towards him; but through the temptations 
Ant the wicked one, who now dwells in hell, 
Lord-ey deſpiſed the commandment of God, and 


t the forbidden fruit; and by this their hearts 


ere given over to be corrupted. by ſin. 
5. They being corrupted' parents, their 


Jſerveildren were corrupted alſo; inſomuch that Wl 


1cavecriſe read in the bible, that their firſt fon Cain 
ere veſas a bloody murderer, and murdered his own 

od brother Abel, only becauſe he was a 
God iter man than himſelf, 7 


kc! 


and then they were turned out of Paradiſe, and | 


4. For the Lord hath planted in that gar- | 


mind, with all thy ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength ; | I 


3. Now this law we ſhould all obey in our | 1 
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though all mercy and love, was grieved at his 
very heart that he had made man, and was de- 
termined to puniſh them by ſending a moſt 
dreadful flood, which drowned the whole 
earth, 

7. But Noah being a righteous man, was 
ſaved in his ark, which was a large ſhip that 
Almighty God ordered him to build for him- 
ſelf and his family, while all the world of un 
godly ſinners beſides, were deſtroyed for thei 


8. O how dreadful muſt ſin be to deſerve 
{ſuch puniſhment at the hand of God! and a: 
you go on to read the bible, you will find ho; 
ſoon man's wicked heart taught him to be bac 
again: and how the Lord ſent down fire at, 


f brimſtone from heaven upon Sodom ani 
{| Gomorrah; how he made earthquakes to {walf 


low up wicked men alive; how he order: 
the ſea to drown all the rebellious Egyptians 
for perſccuting and abuling thoſe people th: 
he loved, even his Jrael that he had choſen ; ho 
he has made his Angels to ſtrike others dead b 
thouſands, for deſpiſing his people, and bl. 
pheming his name; and how even at this pr. 
jent day, he permits bad men tc fight til] th 

evycr each br with blood; and how he le 

who, 


6. Afterwards we are told how all finnersþ 
corrupted each other, and filled the wholeſſt 
World with wickedneſs; ſo that God himſelf, 
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dear Lord, and are thus beloved by him! 


ET 


hole armies go to war till they kill one ano- 
her by hundreds and thouſands without 
mercy. 1 | 

9. Now from the bad lives of mankind, you 
may ſurely know that their hearts are bad allo; 
for the wickednels of our actions always comes 
from the wickednels of our hearts: none but 
the wicked do that which is wicked, 

10 And now dear children, let me ſee if I 
cannot ſhew you lomewhat of the wickedneſs 
of your own hearts, that our merciful God may 
give you repentance for your fins, and bleſs W 
you with his forgiving love, through Jeſus 
Chriſt; for all children are born in fin, and 
therefore cannot be faved without his grace 
and mercy. 

11. Firſt you have been taught that you 
ſhould love the Lord your God, with all your 
hearts, and fouls, and minds, and ſtrength 5 
and how happy are all they that thus love the 


12, But how is it that many children had i 
rather go to play, than to the Lord's houſe to if 
hear his word, and ling his praiſe ; and when 
at the Lord's houſe, how littie do they attend 
upon what is ſpoken, but often behave inde- lll 
cently, and thereby ſet an example to other 
children, to make them as bad as themſelves, Wil 
O did but ſuch children remember that God kl 
hears all they fay, and ſees all they do, ſurely Wl 

they 


PE 
they would trenible at their ſin, and ſear, leſt 


them! 


upon it as a great mercy, that they are relieved 
from hard labour on a ſabbath day, that they 
may learn to read their bibles, and be taught 
thereby the Lord's great compaſſion in ſaving 
vile ſinners, through Jeſus Chriſt. 

14. Again, how, very much to be pitied 
| thoſe poor children are, whole moſt cruel and 
wicked parents can teach them io curſe and 
ſwear almoſt as ſoon as they have taught them 
. s talk! and what ſad hearts muſt children 

iq bave, that will learn to ſpeak ſuch dreadful 
N words, although their parents ſet them the bad 
example! and why is it that other children ſo 
[gf frequently ſay O Lord! O Cod! O Chriſt! 
in a light and thoughtleſs manner ? have they 
not been taught, that thoſe that take God's. name 
in vain, ſhatl not be held guiltleſs ? and if, as our 
Lord lays, from the abundance of the fart the 
mouth ſpeaketh ; ſure I am, that children's 
hearts muſt be very wicked when their words 
are ſo ſinful and profane, 

15. Honour thy father and thy mother is ano- 
ther good command that God has given us in 
his word; and if children have loſt their dear 
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parents, yet the Lord has ſent others to take 
It 


are of them; and they for their loving care, 
| | ſhould 
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his righteous judgement ſhould overtakeſſir 


13. Why is it that poor children do not look Ic 


[Cod for their good? O how can they grieve 


12 3 


ſhould be conſidered and honoured as their pa- 
rents: but O how unkind and unloving, how 
ſtubborn and diſobedient are many ungrateful 
children againſt their parents and friends! it 
was their parents that brought them into life, 
and while poor helpleſs car it was their 
parents that nurſed them, and cheriſhed them ; 
it was their parents that gave them all they eat 
and drink, and all the cloaths they wear : when 
they command them, it is only becaule little 
children are not wiſe enough to dirett them. | 
ſelves, and if they correct them, it is only to Wl 
ſhame them for being bad, and to teach them 
by their loving correction, to go and fin no 
more. _ 
16. And ſhould not children love ſuch dear 
parents as theſe, who are in the very place of 


them, and make their very hearts to bleed by ll 
their ſtubborn tempers, and rebellious be- 
haviour ! bi 
17. Dear little Moſes, who was caſt out wl 
upon the waters, and juſt ready to die, by the 
cruelty of hard hearted Pharoah, was no doubt, ll 
while a child, as obedient as a lamb; and 
when he became a man, the bible tells us, he 
was the meekeſt man in all the earth: and as our Wal 
God and Saviour Jelus Chriſt ſays, blefſed are 
the meck, for they fhall inherit the earth; ſo the 48 | 
Lord made him as a king in Iſrael, and he did 1 | 
| inherit 
I 


7 mans 


8 | 


inherit the earth, and now he inherits heaven 
for evermore. And if you are as humble, and 
as loving, and as mcek as Moles was, you 
ſhall at laſt be taken to heaven where Moles 
is, Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, was meek and 
iowly too, and was ſubject unto his parents; 
and now ſays to you and me, come unto me, 
for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye ſſiall find 
reſt in your fouls. 

18. And now children, again, remember 
that all God's creatures, even among the brutes, 
love the hand that feeds them; does not your 
very dog love you when you give him ſome- 

What to cat? if you do not therefore love yourſ 
11 dear parents that give you food and all things, 
{| you are worle than the very dog that you feed, 
19. My horſe that I bred from a playful 


4 
colt, who carries me hundreds of miles to tell 
| 


3 


. 2 


po 


— — = => K 2 


my —ͤ— 


the love of Jelus Chriſt to poor {inners, loves 
me becauſe I now and then give him an apple, 
a handful of corn, or a loving pat: he does juſt 
as I bid him, comes when I call him. fondles 
me in the ſtable, and plays with me in the 
geld. I ſcarce ever beat him, becauſe he ſo lel- 
dom deſerves it; and if he thinks he has done 
| wrong, he immediately ſubmits; and though 
this horſe has ſeven times the ſtrength of myſelf, 
yet he never hurts me: and will you, dear 
I children, grieve your parents and be worſe than 
a horſe, who is nothing better than a brute ! 

— | 20, And 
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you another. 
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20. And as children love ſtories, I will tell 


Soon the lamb re- 


Walking through my field on a 
winter's morning, I met with a lamb, as I 
hought dead, but taking it up I found it juſt 
alive; the cruel mother had almoſt ſtarved it 
o death, I put it into my boſom, and brought 
It to my houſe, there I rubbed its ſtarved limbs, 
varmed it by the fire fide, and fed it with 
varm milk from the cow. 
ived; firſt it feared me; but afterwards it 
horoughly loved me. As I moſtly fed it with 
y own hand, ſo it followed me wherever I 
ent, bleated after me wherever it ſaw me, 
ind was always happy when it could friſk 
around me, but never ſo pleaſed as when J 
ould carry it in my arms, 


* 
8 

o 

- 


— — 


— — 
— 


— — 
— 

— — 

— 

— 

m_—— 

_ 


WE 
W GEES —— 


2 


—— 


- 


3 — — 


a 
- 
2 - he 


J IS 
N | 6 


- 
— 


3 * 


Ps 
«ab 


S620 44 
er“ Woes 


4.49 M 
hx". 
* 


„ 


21. But 


8 8 
* 


M64 


Eꝶ6322223** = — 


AED: 4 


e 8 — 
2 A, ene —— EA GEE 


"b IS ds CO — — r 


<< 


* 
4 
1 
| 
q* 
+ 
: 


; 
14 
' =. 
: 
. 
1 


= : 
BS .. 
1 
15 
1 


'W glad to murder thoſe with whom they fight 

O that ſuch may remember what the Bibl. l 

lays, that he who 1s angry with his brother is 4 

ryndirer “ What a merciful and good God t. . 
5 forb!! 


L 5 


21. But you, dear children, have had more, 
love from your parents and friends, than everſ; 
my lamb received from me; what ungratefulſ, 
hearts muſt yours be, if you do not love your; 
parents and friends ten times better than ever 
my lamb loved me. I 

22, And let me now remind you of a ſtillf, 
better ſtory ; Jeſus is a ſhepherd, the ſhepherd 
of fouls: and of him it is ſaid, he carries the F 
lambs in his boſom, and gently leads thoſe that ar: 
with young, If you deſire to love Jeſus, I dar 
lay your parents will let you read that bleſſed” 
book the Bible, though good children alone 4 
deſerve ſuch a favour: there you will hea. 
ſuch things of the love of Chriit to poo 
ruined ſinners, as I hope will melt your eyes iq 
tears, and your hearts into love. 

23. But I meant at firſt to prove to poor 
children the ſinfulneſs of their hearts; if we 
have been a little prevented by ſome alluring}, 
itories, we will now proceed, 5 

24. God ſays, thou ſhalt do no murder, now ng; 
one can commit murder but through paſſio 
and anger; how dreadful then to ſee childre 
fall into ſuch paſſions, that even in their play 0 
they ſtrike each other as though they would bg: 
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forbid ſuch bad tempers! and what wicked 
hearts muſt poor children have to do ſuch 
things, when nothing but love ſhould rule 
their lives, | 

25. Again, is it not ſaid, thou fares not ſteal, 
Even an apple, or a pin ſhould not be taken 
away from any to whom they belong, without 
their conſent; for they that begin to pilfer lit- 
tle things, may ſoon become common thieves : 
they will then rob on the highway, break into 
peoples houſes, till they are brought before the 


judge who will, for their wickedneſs, order 
them to be hanged like mad dogs with ropes 


about their necks, till they are dead. 


26. Other children are fad liars; and when | 


they have done wrong, they are aſhamed to own | | 


it; therefore in order to hide one fin they com- 


mit another, by covering it with a falſhood. 
Even of their own parents ſome will tell lies, 
by ſaying it was their faults that they did nog 


come to ſchool, or to the worſhip of God 
looner ; when the fault was all their own, be- 
cauſe they loitered at home, or ſtopt to play 
with ſome other wicked children in the way, 
O how dreadful to tell a lie, when God's word 
lays, that all liars ſhall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone : and 
how grievoully they are tormented you will 
lee in the picture. 
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27. Such are ſome of the fins that children 


them, thete are not all. Pride is another fin, 
very diſpleaſing to God; and nathing makes 
the child appear ſo ugly and hateful, as when 
proud of its fine cloaths and fooliſh diets ; the 
i beſt ofour cloaths can never make us ſo fine as 
the lily or the roſe, for Solomon in all his glory was 
not arrayed like one of theſe. Adam and Eve 
never wanted clothing till they loſt their inno- 
# cence, and then they found themſelves naked 
| to their ſhame; ſo that the very cloaths we 
wear, prove us to be {ſinners before God. 
| 


28, Beſides, how could little children get 
any cloathing, if all they wear was not given 
| idem 


0 commit againſt God's holy law: but alas for 
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them by their parents; fo that little children 


are like little beggars, they would go naked and 


be ſtarved to death, but for the goodneſs of 


their parents, 

29. And does not the ſame holy law forbid 
us to be obſtinate, ſtubborn, and ſelf-willed ? 
and yet how often do children reſent the good 
advice of their parents, though given out of 
love becauſe they know not how to direct 
themſelves. | 

30. And now let poor unhappy children 
ſtop and conſider what a ſtate they are in, for 
the wrath of God ts revealed from heaven againſt 
all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men. And it 
is further ſaid in the Bible, that the foul that 
inneth it ſhall die; and that the wages of jin is 
death, yea the death both of body and ſoul 
to all eternity; and as they never can recall 
the time that 1s paſt, ſo they can never do away 
the fins they have committed; therefore, as it 


is their duty to obey, they can have no merit; 


and as they have ſinned againſt God, they can 
have no righteouſneſs of their own, | 
31. Then how can ſuch poor ſinners be 


ſaved? Does the child feel that he or ſhe has 
done wrong? and is ſuch a child grieved for 
lin and penitent before God ? then to that child 
I will next tell of the wonderful love of God 


in the ſalvation of ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt, 


32, The bleſſed Jeſus lived with God his 


glorious | 
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lorious father from all eternity, and is himſelt 
11 alſo God over all, and bleſſed for evermore: 
all worlds were made by him, and the heavens 
} themſelves are upheld by the power of his 
hand, 3 
33. After we poor ſinners had ruined our- 
iclves by ſinning againſt him, he pitied us, and 
determined to ſave us, by coming down from 
heaven to this world in which we live, Here 
he was born, and his parents being very poor, 
he was firſt laid in a manger; and there the 
Angels of God came down from above and 
|. adored him, while humble ſhepherds were the 
firſt that waited upon him, 
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34. After this the wiſe men came from far 
> worſhip him, and brought him their preſent 
f gold frankincenſe and myrrh. But we poor 
nners can bring him nothing but our- un- 
orthy hearts. Children, I beſeech you give 
elus Chriſt your hearts, and if he makes them 
ike his own, how bleſſed will you be! 

35. Never had parents before ſuch a dear 


bedient child; molt lovingly did he ſubmit to 


he will of his virgin mother, and as con- 
entedly yielded himſelf to work at his father's 
rade: for this he was mocked by proud and 
ruel men, who contemptuouſly cried, 2s not 
ns the carpenter, If our bleſſed Jeſus therefore 
'orked at his trade, why ſhould any think it 
heir diſgrace to get their bread by their daily 
abour; no work ſhould ſhame us, but the 
ameful work of ſin, 

36. But let us proceed. Thus lived our ble(- 
ed Juſus as a child, and after he had — 
n wiſdom, and in ſtature, and in favour with God 
nd man, he entered upon the bleſſed work that 
he father appointed him to do: all the day 
ong he went about doing good; he healed the 
ck; he cleanſed the lepers; he fed the hungry 
y thouſands at a time; he gave eyes to the 
lind; and enabled the lame to walk by his 
dower; he made the deaf to hear; and the 
lumb to ſpeak; by him devils were caſt out; 
nd the very dead were made to live, O what 

a bleſſed 
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a bleſſed Lord was this; how wonderful h. 
power, and how tender his love! every where 
was he ready to inſtruct the ignorant, and tc 
ſhew mercy to the miſerable. Thus for man'; 
{alvation, and in obedience to his father's lay 


he ſpent his life in perfect holineſs, 


37. Having thus told you of his life, you 
ſhall next hear of his ſufferings and death. 1! 
was he that bore the juſt wrath of God for 
man; thus in the garden of Gethſeminee wi 
read of his agonies and pain, 1t was there that 
his ſoul was exceeding ſorrowful even unto deati; 
and it was then that /us ſweat was as great _ 


ef blood falling on the ground By Judas was 
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cruelly 


1 
uelly betrayed; by the ſoldiers his precious 
ack was ſcourged till covered with blood, 
nd a crown of piercing thorns put upon his 
ead and thruſt into his temples ; they ſcoffed 
him in his calamity, loaded his precious 
oulders with the crols, and then nailed his 
ands and feet thereon, 
38. There for ſix long hours he hung on the 
foros, while they mocked his thirſt with vinegar, 
. wild pierced his tender fide to the heart; then 
thalle bowed his head, ſaid it is finiſhed, and 
ali Pre up the ghoſt, Thus the dear Redeemer 
1r0;$v*d and died to fave the fallen race of fin- 
! ers. You poor children have grievouſlly fir. - 
ed, and had it not been for the Kath of Chriſt 
du muſt have been loſt for evermore. 
39. Bleſſed be God that after the Saviour 
ed he ſoon revived, aroſe from the grave, ilie 
nqueror of hell; how glad were his diſciples 
find that he was again alive, and how glad 
ould we all now be that he is aſcended into 
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s love is ſtill the ſame, As once he took 
dren into his loving arms, ſo he has now 
Pr them a bleſſed place in his tender heart, if 
I] key humbly ſeek to him for his mercy, 
Q 
S) 
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2aven, and that he ever liveth to make inter- 
ſon for us! And now he lives, in glory, 
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40. And now I'll tell of the laſt bleſſed con 
ſequences of the Saviour's death. He went again 
to heaven to plead the merits of his precious 
death for man, By his interceſſion, God th: 
Holy Spirit, again came down and dwelt upo!: 
this earth, and he is to be with us always, eve 
to the end of the world: by his grace our heart 
are to be changed. If you, dear children, hav: 
his grace your hearts will be changed alſo; = 
will hate fin and pray againſt. it, and he wil 
make you very humble, loving, tender at 
univerſally good. 

41. O that that there was but fuck a hear 
in you! you cannot be happy while you live 


you cannot be happy when you die, you can 
nd 
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appearing, for God ſhall come to wipe all tears 


for you from the beginning of the world, 


LJ 


ot be happy in eternity unleſs you go to this 

bleſſed Jeſus to ſave your precious fouls ; why 
ould you delay? what fin can be fo lovely as 

he love of Chriſt ? O think of this, and let 

e as your ſincere friend, intreat you to turn 
and live, live to God in time, and youu ſhall 
live with him to all eternity! 

42. Very ſoon Jeſus will come again to 
udgement, then ſhall the wicked ſee him ard 
de terrified, and curſe the day that ever they 
vere born: but the righteous will be glad at his 


rom their eyes, and drive all ſorrows from 
heir hearts; and Jeſus himſelf, who hath loved 
hem, and waſhed them from their fins in his 
Own blood, and made them kings and prieſts 
o God and his Father, ſhall ſay come ye blefſed 
huldren of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
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A SHORT Accou Nr 
OF THE 


Lives and Deaths of good Children, 
That died rejoicing in the Lora, 


— 


EX AMFLE I. 


. OHN ROWIL ES was born at Wotton- 
Underedge, in Glouceſterſhire, his pa- 
rents being good people, took delight to teach 
him and the reſt of their children in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord. ; 
2. As ſoon as he was capable of learning 
he went to ſchool, and being diligent and at- 
tentive to it, was not long before he could 
read and write better than moſt of his ichool- 
fellows, 
3. Thus he continued to increaſe in know- 
ledge and ſtature, and appeared a fine healthy 
child till he was between ſeven and eight 


health, and takes it from us as is moſt to his 

Aon glory, was ſoon afterwards pleaſed to 

= F alli him. | 

11 4. And now we ſhall ſee how good the 

Lord was in chaſtiſing this child, that he 
| B 3 might 


years of age; but the Lord who gives us our 


Zocd books; he delighted in prayer; and whon 


I 29 Y 


might make him fit for heaven, and thenſſj,. 
take him there to — for evermore. 2 
5. For this child though quick and ſharp at}. 
learning his book, yet was of a very haſty} 
temper, and often very ſtubborn and dil,., 
obedient, | | 5h 

6. It was therefore in great mercy that thehhin 
Lord afflicted him with a pain in his right 
knee, which at firſt made him very lame, and 
then kept him upon his bed for many weeks, 

7. Sometimes the pain would be ſo very 
ſharp, that the iweat would run from every 
part of his body, and all this pain was a mercy, 
for now he began to be patient and penitent, 

8. He afterwards got a little better, and 
could walk abroad with the help of his. 
crutches, and a good uſe indeed he made of 
his crutches; for he took every opportunity to 
go to the houſe of God, that he might hear 
his word, and learn to {erve him. | 

. Soon after this the ſwelling moved from 
his knee to his thigh; and at length broke out 
into a wound, which gave him very great 

ain, and never could be healed to the day of 
his death. 

10. From the beginning of his affliction, he 
appeared very ſerious; but as his ſufferings 
increaſed, he became more attentive to all 
good things: he would be fond of reading 


un, 
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L 33 ] 
he heard people talking about divine things, 
he would hearken diligently, that he might be 
the better for it. 

11, He would often fay privately to his pa- 
ents, that he was raid 
naughty boy, that the Lord would not forgive 


theſſ im; but bleſſed 1s that child that repents of 
8Nfn, and goes to [eſus Chriſt to be pardoned. 
and 12. During the-laſt year of his life, in which 
s. ne ſuffered moſt, he appeared much diſtreſſed 
Eryn his mind. He would often lament how 
cl) Fwicked he had been, and what a mercy it was 
chat God was pleaſed to lay ſuch an affliction 


pon him, 
13. Several times he declared, that he would 
ather ſufler all the pain he felt, than to have 


hat from every thing he ſaid, fin appeared to 
de his burden; and to hear about Jelus Chrilt, 
eaven and glory, his only delight. | 

14. Many times, when his parents had left 
im alone, on their return they would find 
im in tears. And when they aſked him why 
e wept, he would cry, Oh! I am afraid | 
hall not go to the dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I 
have been ſuch a naughty boy, I am afraid he 
will not forgive me, and that I ſhall be loſt 
for ever.” | 

15, Then the tears would run down his dear 
55 neeks again, while his parents, with tears in 
B 5 theig 


e had been ſuch a 


ontinued the ſinful child he once was, So. 
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their eyes, would attempt to comfort him wil 
the ſweet promiſes of the Goſpel, 

16. One night in particular, about half 
vear before his death, he was in great pain 
Being lifted from his bed, and ſeated on higth 
chair, he ſaid, in a very ſolemn manner, (Fe 
father! 1 am in great pain; but what is all Rey. 
*now feel, to the pains of hell for ever! I har 
been thinking ho it; I hope I ſhall neveſſior 
go there: but then, again, I am afraid I ſhall 
O father! pray for me;' and then his tearſſtin 
would let him lay no more. | 

17. All the while he was afflicted, he was ma 
patient as a lamb. It was aſtoniſhing to ane 
how much he ſuffered, and yet how meek| 
he bore it, eſpecially in the laſt year of h 
zife. His humble reſignation: to the will 2 
God, was a bleſſed evidence that his repeſfcon 
rance was real, and that his heart was change id 

18. Perpetual ſeriouſneſs {at upon his cou am 
tenance. Let who would laugh or joke in be 
houſe, or in the ſtreets, you could get nf th: 
{mile from him; though he could look ve no 
plealant, when he met with any thing that ho 
approved: yet all that ſaw h'm, were ſtru 2 
at the great ſolemnity that conſtantly wi 
upon him. | 

19. He was very fond of reading go( 
books, when he was a little releaſed from pa! 
He would read in the Pilgrim's Progreſs, Ja 
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„iway's Token for Children, and any other good 
books that his neighbours lent him: but thoſe 
1f books that were moſt ſtriking about Jeſus, 
ainfſheaven, and glory, pleaſed him beſt. Theſe 
 hiithings would touch his tender heart; for while 
he read, the tears would often drop from his 
all eyes. 5 
hau 20. Even when he had not his books be- 
evellſore him, he would not be idle, as many 
allwicked children are, but would employ his 
tcalltime in ſomewhat that is uſeful and innocent; 
while, therefore, his hands were employed in 
-as waking laces, and other ſuch little engage- 
to aJments, his heart would be meditating, and his 
eek|llips would be talking of the good things that 
f hhe had read. | 
il 21. As he got nearer his end, he was more 
epeſſcomfortable and compoſed, though his fears 
ingeſdid not vaniſh altogether, Once he ſaid, + 1 
couſ am not ſo much afraid of dy ing, and how it will 
in be with me after death; but ſtill I have hopes 
et hat I ſhall go to the dear Jeſus, though it is 
vel not always fo, it is but ſometimes; but oh! I 
hat nope 1 may?” 
ſtru 22. Then he would ſpeak a little more com- 
y ufortably. Once, when his pains were very 
harp, though with much ſubmiftion, he cried. 
goff O when ſhall I go to my dear Jeſus! I long 
n pa be with him.“ lis parents would then tel! 
„ ſaqum to Wait with patience a little longer, and 
Wa he 


E 


he ſhould be taken to the boſom of the bleſſec 
Saviour, Then he ſeemed to be reſigned, anc 
with a holy calmneſs on his countenance ſaid 


© Yes; but how glad ſhould I be if the time 


* was come. O when will it once be! Ho 
glad ſhould I be to go to my dear Jeſus!” 

23. At other times, like the dark clouds tha 
paſs through a clear ſky, his fears would ſome 
what return. | | 
24. Two of his relations called on him, ane 
aſked him if he had any hopes of heaven, an 
it Chriſt was precious to him, He anſwered 
that at times he was afraid he would be lo! 
but ſtill hoped the Lord would pardon b. 
fins, and reveal his love to him, before h. 
death; but ſtill added, * that he had rather b 
in his afflicted ſtate, than be going on ſinnin 
v againſt the Lord, as he once did.“ 

23. Sometimes, while he lay on his litt! 
couch, and was ſomewhat eaſy, he would ſin 
very melodiouſly; his voice was very deligh 
ful to all that heard it; and hymns, abo 
Chriſt and him crucificd, were his chief de 
light. 

2 And now being but a few days from h 
departure, he was filled with a wonderful ſpi 
of ſeriouſneſs and love. 

27. Though he was always difhdent a 
afraid to ſpeak much to any but his paren 


and relations, yet the Sunday evening * 
| | 


were around him. 


fo J 


his death, being lifted up on his little couch, 
his tongue was let at a gracious liberty, to the 
altoniſhment of all who heard him. No mi- 
niſter could urge more cloſely the good Word 
of God upon the conſciences of his hearers 
than he did, in what he ſpoke to them that 


28, © I ſhall not,” ſays he, now be long with 4 

you; and I would pray you all to take warn- 

ing by me. I was a very ſtubborn and a very 
naughty boy, and going on very bad and very 
wicked, till the Lord brought me on a fick 
bed; and have thought upon it many times, 
that I had rather be afflicted as I now am, than 
go on in fin againſt a dear Jeſus, I am now 
ſuffering a great deal; but what is this to the 
(ſufferings in hell for ever. Sometimes I find 
* Telus ſweet to me, and then I am better able 
to bear my pain. O how ſweet is Jeſus! I beg 
*you all to go to Jeſus, I intreat you to mind 
what I ſay, and read your Bibles; and do not | 
leave off going to the dear Jeſus till a ſick bed: 


* 
29. Then again he exhorted his ſiſters to ll 
beware of the pride of their dreſs; requeſting {! 
them to turn to the bleſſed Lord, hs 
30. Again he repeated his exhortation to his 
brothers, till one of them ſaid, * What harm 
© have I done you, Jackey?” To which he 
lovely child anfwers, No, my dear brother, 4 
you have done no harm to me; but it is to * 

* yourſelf 
12 


ll 
1 
9 

4 


*. 
go 
8 
3 * 
4 


1 2 


1 
© yourſelf that you have done the harm, by ſin- 
ning againſt the Lord.“ 

31. Thus, with tears running down his 
cheeks, he wept out his arguments; while his 
parents and relations, as much affected as him- 
ſelf, ſtood weeping around their dear dying 
child. Till at laſt his father requeſted him to 
refrain, and committed him, by prayer, to his 
dear Jeſus. 

32. He afterwards appeared in a compoſed 
ſtate; had ſome reſt; on the Monday was very 
calm and ſerene, but very weak: at different 
times {aid many good thi: 195 of his longing to 
be with Jeſus Chriſt, 

33. On the Sunday, all thought him very 
near death ; he ſaid he was v ery weak, and in 
great pain. IIis parents directed him to Jelus 
Chriſt, ſince none beſides could do him good, 
and that he would very ſoon take him to glory, 
He anſwered, Yes, tather;* pauſed aw hile 
then lifted out his hand, took his father round 


his neck, and kiſſed ki: then called for all 


the family one by one, claſped them in h:; 


| - arms, and kiſſed them; and gave them all a 


ſecond exhortation, as he had done the Sun- 
day before, All were melted down into tears 
a ſecond time, at his Sogibing tendernc 
and concern for the ſalvation of their ſouls. 
34. His father then prayed with him, O 


how 


;E the lips of ſo dear a child, put his ear down 


— 39 J 
how bleſſed to have parents that love to com- 
mend their children to God in prayer! 
35. He then appeared fainting away, as 
though he would immediately die. His father, 
willing to catch the laſt words that dropt from 


to his dying lips; he could juſt hear him 
whiſper, * Jelus—mercy—mercy, Jeſus.“ At 
lalt more plainly he uttered, Fefus, thou fon of 
David, have, mercy on me. His parent, too 
much allected, withdrew, and the child dropt 

into a doze. | 

36. After this, contrary to all expeRation, 
he called for food, and again revived; but, on 
the Wedneſday morning, his pains returned 
very {mart and ſevere. His father then read 
to him the 14th of St. John's Goſpel, about 
thoſe heavenly manſions the dear Lord Jeſus | 
had prepared for his precious ſoul. He then 
addreſſed his father, and ſaid, J am very com- 
* fortable, but ſtill pray for me.“ His father 
anſwered, he did pray for him. But,“ ſays Ji 
he, pray for me now; and let all come in and || 
pray with me, before you go to dinner;' for 
the tyogd was then upon the table; ſo his father 
knelt down to pray cr, 8 
37. After prayer, he begged his father to 
come and kiſs him; then he again called for 1 | 

all the family, and gave them his third and 
lat exhortation; telling them they would 
| ne er 
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never repent of it, if they turned early to the 


Lord, 

38. Again he put his arms round thei 
necks, and leemed quite in a holy agony for 
their {alvation ; crying out while he embrace 
them, Now do be good, and mind what ! 
Flay ; but J fear you will not: now promiſe me 
that you will turn to the dear Jeſus, I will 
not let you go, unleſs you promiſe me to be 
good, for I ſhall never ſee you again,” And 
they were actually obliged to. give a promile, 


before he would let them go. O that the pro- 
miſe may never be forgotten by them that 


made it! and that thoſe dear dying arms may 
never appear as a witneſs againſt any of tle 
family at the judgement-ſeat of Chriſt. 

39. Being perfectly recollected, he er 
quired for the maid-ſervant; he kiſſed her, 
exhorted her, and bid her farewel. All his 
relations ſtood around him crying, like the 
rain, all being filled with aſtoniſhment at the 
overflowings of his love, and the tenderneſs 
of his heart. 

40, His parents and relations then with- 


.drew, and he fell into a doze for a few hours; 


but when he awoke, he was very feeble in- 


| deed. But ſeeing two of his relations near 10 
| him, he begged that they would pray with kim 
| to his laſt moments: prayer was his delight. 


41. On Thurſday I gave him my laſt viſit; 


All 


1 * I 


ind though his modeſty would ſeldom let him 
ay much, and though he could now but juſt 
peak, he meekly aſked me to pray with him. 

e told me he had a deal of pain, but was 
ery comfortable, and longed to go to the dear 
ſeſus. Never was a child more patient, or a 
amb more meek, in all the ſufferings he ſuf 
ained, 

42. After this viſit, he fpoke but very little 
o any one; the mortification of his wounds 


iſe, Prought on frequent fainting fits, and early on 


o- Ihe Friday morning, June the 12th, 1789, he 


eſigned his meek and precious foul into the 


| ayſpands of his dear Redeemer. 


— — — — 
EXAMPLE II. 


. NNA SHIPWAY, who died Feb. 18, 

1790, was born in the ſame town of 
Notton-Underedge; and, though very young 
hen ſhe died, being fcarcely {1x years old, 
„et was of a very holy and lovely turn of 
» nind, 

2. About a year before her death, ſhe had a 
ittle ſiſter who died. This was a great grief 
her tender mind, which laſted for ſome 
me. She would often break into tears about 
er dear ſiſter, and would ſay, Mother, if L 

am 
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[ 42 9 
am a good child, and tell no lies, and do nc 
+ att like other bad children, ſhall I not go 
*the Lord, and be with my dear fiſter 1 
heaven?“ | 
3. O how ſweet and pleaſant it is thus t 
| ſee children love one another, as this deaſſÞot 
little child did her ſiſter! and what good ey $ al 
dence have children that God loves then 7 
when they are thus brought by his grace ie! 
love one another! | 
4. When ſhe was put to ſchool, ſhe took hq he 
learning fo faſt, that ſhe was admired by he nd 
miſtreſs for her diligence and attention, An hil 
as Children that are good always mind what (Er 
ſaid to them, ſo it is they ſoon come forwar 
in their learning; while wicked children, he 
cauſe they will not attend, are nothing bette 
than dull and ſtupid block heads, 
5, When her mother and liſters would ge 
up to work, there was no keeping her in beep 
for her pleafure was in the ſervice of God, ll | 
She would riſe therefore, that ſhe might pra- ile 
read her Bible, and ſing hymns, in which ($9! 
took very great delight; and, though verf 9- 
young, ſhe learnt many of them by heart. Prith 
is very frequently found, that ſuch dear chier 
dren who are moſt pleaſed to ſing God ind 
raiſes on earth, are thole that are fooneÞs w 
called to ling his praiſes in heaven. 10 


6. When lhe was reading the bleſſed Wor Ot] 
; hou 


-—- 


8 E 
go f God, ſhe would often ſtop and tell her pa- 
er iJents what bleſſed things ſhe found therein, 
and it was pleaſing to ſee how much ſhe was 

us p ffected by what ſhe read; for the good child 
deaſpot only reads his Bible, but his tender heart 

evi affected by what he reads. Fo 
hen 7. If ſhe heard any thing amiſs in other chil- 
ce (ren, ſhe would appear grieved at it, becauſe 
e knew that it diſplealed the Lord. And 

K hhrhen ſhe heard any wicked people fing bad 
y heþnd fooliſh ballads about the ſtreets, this little 

Ankhild would prove herſelf wiſer than thoſe that 
nat ere grown up into life, becauſe God had 
warnade her wiſe unto ſalvation; and therefore 
 bould ſay, O ſuch nonlenle!' For God makes 
etteſÞoly children wile: Miſdom fhall be juſtified of 
ul her children, | | 
8. If at any time ſhe ſaw her parents diſ- 
pleaſed with her, ſhe never could be contented 
ill ſhe had claſped them round the neck, and 
fled them, that they might all again be in 
oving friendſhip with each other, 

9. Many a night her father went to bed 
1th her before the reſt of the family, to hear 
er talk of her Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 
ind ſhe would aſk ſuch aſtoniſhing queſtions, 
neſs were admirable from ſuch a little child. 
10. When ſhe firſt ſickened for death, her 
orfnother aſked her whether ſhe thought ſhe 
ould die, and go to the Lord, as ſhe fo often 

| talked 


1 


talked about him. She ſaid, If I go to hir 3 
he will never let me go.“ Then pointed 10 
hymn, that ſays, 

> Keep me, keep me, deareſt Lord, 


And never let me go. 


eee hymn ſhe often read with pleafure ani 
elight. 
* Within a ſew hours before her deaf. 
ſhe was in grievous pain, and cried out loude 
than ſhe commonly did, as ſhe was very p' 
tient. Her father ſaid, My dear, have pa 
© tience, and he Lord will love you.” She ſtop q 
and ſaid, He will; and I ſhall love the Lor 
© for evermore.“ Thus ſhe died, not fix yea 
of age; but, it is to be humbly hoped, full o 
3 _ of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus ou 
ed. | 4 
CO —— — —1W 


| EXAMPLE III. ly 
5 1 Lord was pleaſed to take away twe ery 


dear children, within three months of 
each other, from a family, where the parentg 6. 
were very good people; and, by the bleſſinq;e @ 
of God on their in{truttions, they had good 
children alſo: the mother's prayer alway Th 
was, that ſhe might be a nurſe for the Lord. ' 
2, But as I write for little children, yo No 
mall only have an account of the . ] 
| g. This | 


1 1 


nir 3. This very dear little babe was but three 
lo kars and five months old, when our bleſſed 
aviour ſent his angels to carry her into Abra- 
am's boſom, | 
4. About a week before ſhe was taken ill, 
e thoughts of this dear child ſeemed deeply 
LG about Jeſus Chriſt, heaven and 
ory. She ſaid to her mother, I ſhall die 
oon, and go to the Lord and to my ſiſter, and 
de with the angels and ſaints in heaven. I 
hall have a white robe, and a little trumpet ; 
nd there I ſhall praiſe the Lord for ever.” 
nd then ſaid, in her childlike talk, * And 
ou, my dear mammy, will ſoon be with me.” 
5, She was then taken ill for death; and in 
out a fortnight afterwards ſhe died. During 
at time, ſhe had the moſt deep and humble 
preſſions concerning her ſinfulneſs before 
od. And this made her frequently call on 
e Lord in theſe and many ſuch like words, 
ly ſweet Lord, my dear Redeemer, I am 
ory bad, and what could I do without 
ee! | | 
b. The night before ſhe departed to heaven, 
e ſung the firſt verſe of that hymn, 


% Then, dear Redeemer, dying Lamb, 
We love to hear of thee; 

No mulic like thy charming name, 
Doth found ſo iweet to me. 


O may 


] am juſt going to the Lord and my ſiſter, an 


© 


O, may I ever hear thy voice, 
In mercy to us ſpeak: Irne 
And in our Prieſt will we rejoice, is d 
© Thou great Melchiſadec. 3. 

a 1 
dge 
| dy 
ath 
4. 
No 
oth 


raic 


And then the dear child added, NMamm 


I ſhan't come back to you to ſuffer any more 
7. Thus this dear infant, that could but ju 
talk, ſung the Lord's praiſes while ſhe v. 
dying, And if ſhe was ſo happy while ſh 
was in pain, how happy muſt ſhe now be i 


heaven, where ſhe can be neither ſick nor iule 


pain, but for ever with Jeſus Chriſt, and witfyere 
his ſaints and angels in heaven and glory. Witt 


ed 

—— —— to 

ys h 

EXAMPLE IV. = 
1. TOHN SHAW, the ſon of John and Mary ;. 


| Shaw, was born at Plymouth Dock. II he- 
parents were godly people, and he was of Ttual 
very meek and reſigned temper and dilpdfſſis fa 
htion, | fathe 

2, When he was three years and foiſbody 


months old, he had the ſmall-pox, which atteſfever 
wards ſettled in his knee, and came to a whitYreſli 
ſwelling; and though his parents uſed eveifour, 
medicine that could be got for him, yet pont! 
| turneFreath 


! 
ned to the king's evil, which terminated Iri 
is death, ne Og, 


him of the dear Redeemer, and of death an 


myſÞdgement ; and he uſed to be very much afraid : 
dying, till about fix months before his 


ath. 


Now, mother, I am not afraid to die.“ His 
other aſked him the reaſon why he was not 
raid; and urged him very much to know the 


tells me I ſhall ſoon die, and then I ſhall be 


fa 4. From that time he delighted very much 
II hear his father read to him, and talk of ſpi- 
of Wtual and heavenly things. He uſed to take 
[polis father by the hand, and ſay, O my dear 


father, I ſhall ſoon leave you and this poor 


ouftbody of mine, and go to heaven, and be for 


fteſſever with my dear Redeemer,” For theſe ex- 
hichreſſions, my dear Redeemer, or my dear Sa— 
Velour, were conſtantly upon his lips for ſix 
t honths before he died, which ſhewed the ſtrong 


neFreathings of his tender heart alter God. 
6, On 


3. His parents would be very often Weer. 


4. But one morning he ſaid to his mother, 


uſe why he appeared ſo happy. He an- 
ered, © Becauſe I fhall go to heaven, and be 
vith my Redeemer in glory.“ His mother. 
ed him often which way he knew he ſhould: 
0 to heaven. I can hardly tell, mother,” 
ys he; but I find ſomething within me that 


ith my dearand precious Redeemer for ever.“ 


t 3 


56. On the Sabbath before his death, his fa 
ther was with him moſt part of the day, an 
He was then in a heavenly frame indeed; fo 
often he would call out, Praiſe the Lore 


ith 
„m! 


Cc 


ing praiſe, hallelujab, hallelujah, fing pra ** 


* praiſe the Lord.“ And on that day he gau 
directions of every thing which way he ſhoule Te 
be buried, and how his cofhn ſhould be made 
and deſired that two hymns ſhould be ſun Pr. 
over his corpſe, one at the door, and anothell 
at the grave. | 
7. Ihen his father read over a great man 
funeral hymns to him, to know from hinfll or 
which he would chuſe to be ſung; and hFhen 
f1id, None, dear father, none of them.“ IIi dea 
father then aſked him, hat others then would you 
vou have?” He ſaid, You make one for me ſeſu 
£1 would rather have them of your making. Iim 
And on Monday his father made two hymnsFith 
according to his delire, and read them over y, 
him; and he was greatly ſatisfied to hear thenthen 
and {aid they would do very well, deſiring thalfSay: 
they ſhould be ſung. 9. 
8. This he ſaid on the Tueſday before hiſhop. 


| death, for he died on the Friday followingſhgai! 


And that Tueſday's night was a moſt bleſieFviou 
night indeed, for he was in a moſt heavenlyſt ar 
frame. And from that time all his pains leiſeen 
him; and he deſired his father to ſtay at nou 

Wil 


F & ] 


, ith him, ee read and ſing a hy mn. So tha: 
* a 
ymn was ſung 


me ä 
fol Come, thou fount of ev'ry bleſſing, 


10 Tune our hearts to ſing thy praiſe; 
ie Streams of mercy never ceaſing, 
Call for ſongs of loudeſt praiſe : 


1} Teach us ſome melodious ſonnet, 
de Sung by flaming tongues above; 
1 Praiſe the mount, O fix us on it, 
hel Mount of God's unchanging love. 
Ind read the gath Pſalm; and every now 


nd then he would call out, O praiſe the 
Lord, hallelujah, hallelujah, ſing, ſing praiſe.” 
Then taking him by the hand, he ſaid, O my 
dear father and mother, I am going to leave 
you,” Then he would call out, Come, Lord 
Jeſus, come quickly.” When they would aſk 
im the reaſon why he wanted to be gone, 
ith eagerneſs, but great compoſure, he would 
iv, © To be for ever with my dear Redeemer; 
then I ſhall never fin, but ever love my dear 
Saviour.“ | | 
| 9. Then he would ſay to his parents, I 
Hope it will not be long before we all meet 
again in heaven, there to praiſe my dear Sa- 
viour.“ Then his father ſaid, that if all of us, 
r any of us, could ſing the hymn we had 
lelfeen ſinging with our very hearts, we were as 
C | lure 


L © ]J 


ſure of heaven and glory, as if we were noi par 


in it. | | vou 
10. We next ſung that hymn, You 
Thou dear Redeemer, dying Lamb, 

We love to hear of thee. 


dow 
Theſe hymns he ſung with ſuch fervour, anhe! 
ſo loud, but particularly the laſt, as fo aſtoJver 
niſhed the neighbours in the next houſe, thaſor c 
they came to the door to liſten, his voice i 14 
ſinging being very remarkable: though verſjjou 
near his death, he ſang louder and more diſjupo 
rin& than common, and was quite in a rapturſdri\ 
of holy joy. deat 

11, Then his father read and repeated oveſſſpeat 
io him part of the 12th chapter to the He! y. 
brews, {topping at the 14th verfe. After prayeſſentr 
he was wonderfully compoſed in ſpirit, anfend 


called the family over to him; and kiſlingf 15. 


each of them, he took his leave of them vine, 
ſo much gravity and compoſure of mind, raiſe 
altoniſhed all that were ptetent. ear 

12. Then addreſſing himſelf to his tufthey 
filters and brother, begged them to be goodF"all 
and pray to the Lord often to help them, any 0 
be ſure to keep out of evil company. 


13. Then he would addreſs himſelf par'F any 
cularly to his oldeſt ſiſter, calling her by nam eake 


and ſaying, with tears in his eyes, O JanneFrce1 
be good; love your father and mother; do nn, 


grieve them, but be good, and kecp good CON 
b "2,411 
Pal: 


* 


1 


10; pany, and then you will go to heaven: but if 
you are not good, and pray often to the Lord, 
you will go to the wicked place.“ Then lic 
ould look down, and point down with his 
and, and fay, O then you will go dow?, 
down, down into torment and miſery.” Now 
hen he repeated theſe words, the tears ran 
ver his cheeks, ſo that he could ſcarce ſpeak 
or crying. 
14. Then he would fay, J am ſorry fo: 
you now, and cannot help it when I think 
difſlupon the wicked, and whither they muſt be 
turfdriven ; but when I am in heaven with my 
dear Saviour, the Lord will ſo change my 
heart, that I ſhall not be ſorry for you then, 
if you be not good. O liſters and brother. I 
antreat you be good, and go to God's worſhip, 
nd among good people.“ 
15, He continued in this frame for ſome 
me, and every now and then calling out to 
ratſe the Lord; then ſaid to his mother, I 
ear the angels ſinging at a great diſtance ; 
hey are coming to fetch me home to glory. I 
all ſoon be gone, and then I ſhall be with: 
y dear Redeemer,” 
16. Now all this time he was very ſenſible, 
any child ever could be: but ſtill getting 
amffeaker, and on the Friday night his father 
aneffrceiving he was faſt going, aſked him 
» 1Fain, if he was afraid to die? and he ſaid, 
CON C 2 , No, 


(=) 


No, father, I am not afraid, for then I ſhal! 
be out of this world of trouble; and I hope it. 
will not be long till you come after me, andÞÞ!! 
then we ſhall praiſe the Lord perfectly. at | 


17. They ſpent the laſt evening with hi 2 
in reading and ſinging of hymns, and ſome Ihe 
times in prayer: and ſeeing him getting ver; the 
reſtleſs, and faſt going out of time into eterÞ"8 
nity, his father was greatly afraid that the ene eo 
my of fouls had been trying to diſtreſs him te 
he therefore aſked him if he would join wit li; 
the family in prayer once more before he le 3 
them. He lifted up his hands and eyes, anc he t 
ſaid Ves.“ This was two minutes before hquan 


expired; and his father ſaid to him, Ki 
your mother, my dear, and we ſhall go taff 
prayer.“ He did; they kneeled down, anc 
his father cried to God to give him an ealy} 4+ 
and quiet diſmiſſion, And they had not beers 
two minutes in prayer, till he ſlept in Chriſt be 
Auguſt 6, 1790, being then near the eleven, E 


year of his age. _ 
| : dam! 
Figs 4 
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EXAMPLE V. rk 


8, OU ſhall next hear of the wonderf: . 
grace beſtowed on the ſon of a worth! "a r 
miniſter of the golpel, who died a few yea! em 


19 le Ce. 
— 


— — 


| 88 || 
ago, when he was only five years old, The 
miniſter's name was Ridgeway, and he lived 
at Baſingſtoke. | | 

2, Ihis moſt gracious and bleſſed child, at 

the age of three years, began to pray, and ſing 
the praiſes of the Lord: and once after pray- 
Ing tor his parents, and for the miniſters and 
people of God, and their familtes and chil- 
iren, he laid, Lord, if it be thy will, let me 
(live to ſhew forth thy glory.” 
3. But a little while before he was taken ill, 
he told his mother, with a chearſul counte— 
nance, * that his life was hid with Chriſt in God,” 
Ind ex preſſed his longing deſire to be in hea- 
ven: he * longed to be dliſſolued, that he miglit be 
with Chriſt. . 

4. Jo his nurſe, who was covering him in 
his cradle, he ſaid, that * in heaven he ſhould 
be covered with the robe of Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs:* and not long before he died, he 
declared he had ſeen heaven, and with great 
admiration cried out, O 'tis a brave place! It 

s lo glonous, that it cannot be expreſſed.' 
Adding, that he ſhould ſoon be there.” 
5. At another time he ſaid he had ſeen the 
heavenly hoſts all ſtanding round the throne; 
rind that he had joined with them in ſinging 
Me new ſong: and that he had ſeen amon 

. them Mr. W . a good Chriſtian, lately 
.  Fdecealed ; and that Chriſt had ſaid to him, 
. C 3 Let 


1all 
e! 
and 


Cal 


| L 54 ] 
Let little children come unto me;” and tha 
on Sabbath-day he ſhould be in heaven, | 
6. To his nurſe, who then knew not the 
Lord, this wile little babe gave this direction 
* faith cometh by hearing,” And when this child' 
funeral ſermon was preached, it 1s to be hopec 
that ſhe happily experienced the child's admo 
nition, and became a ſpiritual believer in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Thus out of the mouths 
babes and ſucklings hath God ordained ſtrengti 


At the ſame time he admoniſhed all prelenfl £ 
with thele words Prepare to meet thy God.“ with 
J. Though he expreſſed great love to hiffour 
father, yet ſaid, he had another father in heaChr; 
© ven, whom he loved better;* adding, thaſſfaug 
* Chriſt was a good God to him.“ At onÞile 
time, though in great agony of pain, he ex 2. 
preifed with great vehemence, that * he loveÞnga 


* Chriſt dearly; that Chriſt was preparinqhſed 
* manlions for him in glory, and would comgſis e 
* to fetch him.“ Adding, All will be well ihren 
heaven.“ At another time, being delired app 
take ſome refreſhment, he replied, * Chrilt ier c 
my meat and drink. orf! 

8. Saturday night before his death, hg g. 
prayed for al! his felations: and early on thick 
Lord's day morning, he ſaid, * This is a deſighte 
* lightful day.“ Aſterwards he expreſſed hiſhe c 
joy in the Lord, and remained chearful till thFnany 
evening, when a convulſion fit laid him aflerfſo my 


\ 8d 
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hain Jeſus, Thus lived and died this young 


; 
preacher of righteouſneſs ; whoſe memory was 14 
Fell ſtored with divine knowledge, and whole |} 
art was well warmed with the love of God, 1 
Id' | 
$910) | | | 
oy EXAMPLE VI. | 


| | | 
gth 5 you ſhall hear how another good 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt's was bleſſed ÞþJ 
' ith a very godly daughter, though quite a | 
hiffoung child, who lived and died a dear little 
1eaFChriſtian, and is now in glory, This was the 
thaÞaughter of a worthy miniſter, whoſe name is 
onFÞiles, and who lives at Wellington. 
ex 2, This child! was very fond of Dr. Watts's 
veEngaging divine ſongs for children: ſhe often 
r10SÞ{ed to read them with delight; and who, by 
mq;is engaging attention to the ſalvation of chil- 
| 1iren, has allured many of them to heaven and 
1 happineſs, She allo would oftentimes expreſs 
{t 'F}er delight in other hymns, ſung in public 
orſhip. | 
b 3. She allo took much delight in what 
th&1cked children take up as a burden: ſhe de- 
delighted herlelf in private prayer, and did all 
hie could to excite others to it. She learned 
 thFnany ſcriptures by heart; but none ſtruck her 
lec}FÞo much as thoſe kind and loving words of our 
\' Ss C4 Saviour's 


[ $8 
naviour's, Suffer little children to come unto me. 
and forbid them not, for of fuch is the kingdom e 
keaven. | 

4. And this endearing text ſhe would often 
be teaching to her little brother, ſaying, Do 
*not you love Jeſus Chriſt? I do! I do! be 
* cauſe he loves little children.“ Thus ſhe not 
only delighted herſelf in converſing about 
Jeſus Chrift, but was equally pleaſed with the 
Chriſtian converlation of others; and he 
eycs would overflow with tears when ſhe was 
told what Chriſt had ſuffered for unworthy 
finners: ſo tender was her heart in hearing o 
the love of Jeſus. | | 

5. In her ſickneſs, on the Lord's day morn- 
ing, being told that her papa was gone to 
public worſhip, as a proof that in her heart 
he wanted to be there, ſhe began ſinging ; and 
though very weak, did not ceaie for more than 
a quarter of an hour. 


How ſweet and awful is the place, 
With Chriſt within the doors; 

While everlaſting love dilplays 
The choiceſt of her ſtores. 


6. When ſhe was in violent pain, inſtead 
of complaining, ſhe would rejoice and ci) 
out with holy delight, Glory! glory! I wilt 
I long to go to glory !' 

7. One morning, when ſhe was between 

1ec pine 


egur 


1 


ne, leeping and waking, it is apprehended that 


Satan terrified her; but that Jeſus, or his 
angel, came to comfort her; for ſhe cried out, 
en] No, I won't go with you.“ Then throwing 


Dofther arms to the other ſide of the bed. ſhe ſaid, 


be Here take me to your home; I will go with 
not you, I will go with you.“ 

dul 8. The day before ſhe died, ſhe was in a 
thefſvery heavenly frame. She deſired her dear 
herfſmother to fing— | 


Vas Jeſus can make a dying bed 
thy Feel ſoft as downy pillows are ; 
Hos While on his breaſt I lean my head, | 
And breathe my life out ſweetly there. 
pile this hymn was ſinging, ſhe roſe up in 
„Faptures, and was hardly diſſuaded from ſin g- 
ng with her, though it would have been more 
855 han her feeble frame could have borne. The 
aſt words ſhe was heard to ſpeak were, gl 
lory! and then to glory ſhe went, to 5 


all 


efore ſhe had finiſhed the ſhort journey of 
our years and eight months in our world, 
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EXAMPLE VII. 
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firſt ſcholars when a Sunday-{chool was 
'confſezun in the country, in 1783. There was 
F | G5 every 
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ver with the Lord. She died Nov. 15, 1788, 


LIZABETH RADDON was one of the 
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WW every reaſon to believe, for a great while be- 
fore her death, that ſhe became truly ſerious: 
and indeed her conduct for a conliderable 
time, during health, was ſuch as to ſhame 
many old profeſſors of chriſtianity, 

| 2, Nov. 8, 1789, ſhe was taken with a pu- 
| trid malignant fever, which called many in 
that neighbourhood into eternity that winter, 
She was daily viſited during her illneſs; and 
all that came to ſee her were aſtoniſhed with 
her patience and cheerfulneſs, though under 
violent pain, and in the conſtant views of 
| eternity, 

1 g. You ſhall now hear ſome of her laſt ex- 
preſſions, juſt as they were taken from her 
| own lips, juſt before ſhe was taken to be for 
ever with the Lord. To the worthy gentle- 
man that put her to ſchool ſhe ſaid, * Oh! my 
dear friend, I ſhall die; I am juſt going: 


long to go to my Father's houſe above. You 
* are going to worſhip him below (for this ſhe 


| laid on a Sabbath-day), I have enjoyed {wee 


=. Sabbaths here, but now I ſhall have a better 
| * Sabbath than you. I am going to begin a 

\ everlaſting Sabbath in glory; to begin m 
=_ < cvcrlaſting ſong, unto him that hath loved me 
and waſhed me from my fins in his own blood 


© but, I bleſs God, I am not afraid to die. I 


& ( 
6] 


6 ſr 

C 
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7. 


Come, my dear Redeemer, come lend thꝗgent 


 kery chariot, and fetch my longing ſoul! 
(u 


I 


tally 


pauſed, and cried out in a rapture of joy, 


Jzentleman was preſent, and after ſhe was to- 
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Cut ſhort thy work, my precious Chriſt; 1 
long to be gone. Farewel, my friends; I 
6 ſhall ſee you no more, till I meet you around 
© the throne. Mother, I know you will be 
there; but oh! it breaks my heart to think 
that any of the family ſhould be miſſing. — 
My dear father, my dear brothers and ſiſters, 
"come to the precious Chriſt, that you may 
come after me to glory.” And then ſhe 


Father, into thine hands I commend my 
& ſpirit to thy eternal care.“ 3 

5, She ſaid to the gentleman that eſtabliſhed 
the ſchooh, Oh!] my dear Sir, never drop that 
' bleſſed Sunday- ſchool to the laſt hour of your 
life. I ſhall praiſe God for that ſchool to 
(all eternity, for there my bleſſed Redeemer 
' firſt met with me.” 

6. Another time ſhe ſaid, * Farewel, my 
friend, my ever dear teacher; the laſt peti- 
tion I ſhall put up in the body will be for 
you; and whenever your Saviour calls you 
home, I will (if he permits me) with pleaſure 
come out of the golden gates to meet you 
i the inſtant you leave the body, and join the 
i angels in conducting your departing ſpirit to 
our Immanuel.” | 

7. Ine died Dec. 17; 
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tally ſpeechleſs, ſhook hands with him, and 
| earneſtly 


* "hol. Ss, nn as 


L bo 3 


my lift up her hands and eyes to heaven 


(remembering, no doubt, her promiſe, men- 
tioned before, of putting up her laſt prayer for 
him); then cloſed her eyes, breathed twice 
only, and without a figh, a ſtruggle, or groan, 
ſmilingly expired, aged 17 years. 

8. The des Sabbath, her brother Da- 
niel, aged 20, (who was alſo one of the ſcho- 
lars) was taken with a fever, lay exactly the 
ſame length of time before he died, and ex- 
preſſed the ſame joyful aſſurance of an happy 
1mmortality through the great Redeemer, Her 
father, and five more of his children, were 
taken ill of the lame diſorder, but all of them 
recovered, There are ſeveral others of the 
ſcholars I hope truly ſerious in the ſame 
ſchool, | 
9. O that the ſame could be ſaid of ſome 
other Sunday-ſ{chools! But how difficult to 
attempt to do good among the children of the 
poor, while too many of their parents not 
only negle& throughout the week to teach 
them to attend upon the good things they 
have heard, but alſo ſet them ſuch very bad 
examples, ſo as to corrupt their own children, 
arſd ſo make them worſe in their prattice, it 
poſſible, than they are in their corrupted 
natures. a | 

10, You ſhall hear, however, of one good 
boy, that lived and died a very happy mY 

who 


wh 


tha 


E Os 


who was educated at Surrey Chapel Sunday- 
ſchool; and may many of the children, like 
that dear boy, live and die in the ſame bleſſed 
manner, 
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EXAMPLE VIII. 


1. FT AMES GOOL.DFINCH was a ſcholar 
at Surrey Chapel ; his father, though a 
poor, yet was a good man. It was about two 
or three years before his death that it pleaſed 
God to begin a good work of grace upon his 
ſoul; to open the eyes of his underſtanding, 
and to give him to ſec himſelf in the ſame ſtate 
that Job found himſelf in when he cried, Be- 
hold, I am vile; and that, under a ſenſe of his 
own vilenefs, he abhorred himſelf, and re- 
pented in duſt and aſhes. 

2, Under this ſight of his ſinful nature, he 
began to call upon the Lord in humble 
prayer: and at the fame time he alſo began to 
learch the facred Word of God, and to take 
great delight therein; and as his eyes were 
dim, through ſickneſs, I gave him a large 
Bible to read out of, in which he took an 
at un dance of delight. 55 

g. The Goſpel of St. John was peculiarly 
delightful to him, eſpecially in the 10th, 14th, 
and 15th chapters, O how greatly did he _ 

an 


t 6 J 


arid admire thoſe words! When he putteth forth 


fits own ſheep, he goeth before them, and the Metpſo d 


follow him, for they know his voice; and a ſtranger 
will they not follow, but will flee from him, for 
they know not the voice of a ſtranger. 

4. He delighted alſo in the 27th and fol- 
lowing verſes, in the ſame chapter: My hee 


hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 


me ; and 1 give unto them eternal life, and they 


fall never Perf neitner fhall any pluck them out 


of my hands. | 
5. His heart was alfo much taken up in 

ſweet meditations, concerning what our Lord 
tells his true diſciples, in the 14th chapter of 
St. John: In my Father's houſe are many man- 
ſions. If it were not fo, I would have told you, 
J go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
Prepare a place for you, I will come again and re- 
ceive you unto myſelf, that where J am, there ye 
may be alſo. | | 

6. In the 15th chapter he took great de- 
light, where the Lord tells us, that he ts the 
vine, and that his people are the branches, V ea, 
and he dearly loved all ſuch paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture as repreſented ſweet union with Chriſt. 
And indeed it ſeemed as though his precious 
ſoul partook of much of this divine union with 
Chriſt, his living head ; ſo that he delighted 
to ſay, When Chiriſt, who is my life, ſhall appear, 
4 alfo ſhall appear with him in glory, 
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ort 7. The weaker he got, the more he ſeemed 
ceepſo delight himlelf in the Word of God. Ir 
tgerlwas his companion while he was up, and his 
forÞedfellow when he went to his reſt. 

8. He took allo great delight in ſinging. 
tol-ſhymns. He was never fo happy as when join- 
wee ng the congregation in the chapel, while his 
loroſſtrength would permit him to attend. All good 
/eyfchildren, before they are taken to pon God 
outhbove, find themſelves much delighted in 

praiſing him upon the earth. 
inf 9. He had (till a very humble opinion of 
ordhimielf. He would frequently ſay, * Though 
of (young in years, yet old in fin;” though even 
an · from his childhood he was kept from thoſe 
ou. wicked ways that too many children live in; 
anaſyet {till he lamented the fins that he felt in his 
rc-Yheart, 

vl 10, When his father would be talking to 
him about the dear Redeemer, his atonement, 
de· and righteouſneſs; this would fill his heart 
theflwith love, and he would ſay, * You and J love 

ea,l* one another becauſe God loves us both.” 
ip- 11, Sometimes he would ſay, Father, you 
it. I know not the comforts F have had this morn- 
bus ing with God in prayer.“ And when his 
ith neighbours would come and comfort him, 
ed telling him he might get better, he would give 
ar, them to underſtand that he wanted no ſuch 
conſolation, 


6 


conſolation, as he longed to be difſolved, that | 
might be with Chriftl, which was far better. by 
12. He was fond at times of working and; 
panung ſome flowers in a little garden thathh. 
elonged to his father's houſe ; but he ſaid, he, 
looking on ſome things he had planted, * All 
6 theſe things delight me no more, for now it 
© appears the Lord is about to take me to him- 
| * ſelf,” And ſoon after, when I viſited him, 
as I frequently did, becauſe he was ſo very 
humble and heavenly, I aſked him if he was 
afraid to die? He anſwered, * No, becaulch,. / 


« Chrift hath died for me.” . 
13. As he drew near his end, he would tellhnd 
his father that he ſhould go but a little before, k;in 
and that he would ſoon follow after: and the live 
nearer he came to death, the more dead to all her 
things about him, and the more alive was his] 2. 
heart to God through Jeſus Chriſt. Mit 
14. His laſt moments he ſpent in prayer: ſhim 
and when his father ſaid the Lord would bleſs f t. 
and keep him, even to the laſt, he cried out, 
The Lord has bleſſed me.“ Then his father 
Ekneeled down, and committed him to God in 
prayer; and while he was at prayer with him, 
he breathed out his precious ſoul into his Sa- 
viour's hands, and was taken to be for ever 
-with the Lord, | | A 
15, He was a poor man's child, but was 
much better off than had he been born to the 
| greatelil 


1 65 4 


greateſt portion of this world's goods, ſince 
his father loves the Lord, and knows how to 
lire& his children to ſeek ſalvation through 
eſus Chriſt. This dear youth died about two 
rears ago, of a conſumption, about the z6th 
year of his age. 


I 
EXAMPLE IX. 


1 Few years ago there was a child mon- 
ſt rouſly wicked, in curling, ſwearing, 
and noted for the commiſſion of every other 
rime a child of his age can be guilty of, and 
ived in a loathſome and ragged condition; a 
ere beggar- boy. | 
2, He came and begged at the door of an 
minent Chriſtian, who had compaſſion on 
im, in that he might bring kim up in the tear 
of the Lord. | 
3. Within a few weeks, by the Lord's bleſ- 
ing on the good advice he daily received, he 
vas convinced deeply of the evil of his ways, 
eft off his vile practices, and began to ret:re 
by himſelf to bewail his wicked Hfe; and 
ould beg of his maſter or others, to inſtru. : 
im in the things of God, or to repeat what 
hey had ſaid to him, that he might remember 


t the better, 
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4. After 


1 


4. After he had thus continued for ſomeſſpec 
time ſeek ing after God, and diligent in every 
duty, he was taken for death. At firſt he wagſe/t- 
much alarmed; his former ſins ſtared him in [mal] 
the face, and made him to tremble. The fearſþt We 
of lying for ever under the wrath of God,ncre 
made him cry out bitterly, O what a miſerableſÞoul 
* ſinner I am! My fins are ſo great and many, iu litt 
that there is no hope for me.” the K 
5. He ſeemed to have no concern about theſ| 9- 
diſeaſe of his body; his great cry was aboutſthis, 
the diſeaſe of his foul; for he not only la- fp 
mented the outward ſins he committed when how 
a dirty beggar-boy, but more particularly the Chri 
ſins that he felt in his nature. — That child is 
bleſſed indeed, that knows what it is to repent 
of the ſins of the heart. the 1 
6. He would aſk Chriſtians that came to lome 
ſee him, whether they thought there was anyffor } 
mercy for him: begged them to deal plainly 1© 
with him, * for,” ſays he, I am the worlt he ſt 
* finner in London, and abhor myſelf as the of G 
© vileſt wretch I ever knew.” molt 
7. Being adviſed to caſt himſelf upon ChritÞ me; 
for mercy, he ſaid, * I ſhould be glad to do]. 11 
« fo, but I wonder how Chriſt could ever beſfor t 
„willing to die for ſuch a vile wretch as IÞP<gg 
am.“ Adding, that he now found it one of whic 
the hardeſt things in the world to believe. to ta 
8, Still the Lord gave him ſome comſort, My 
eſpecially 


1 


meſſeſpecially from that ſweet word, Come unto me 


ery a ye that are heavy laden, and I will give you. 
vaghre/ſt. And O how he admired God for the 
infimalleſt hopes; and as theſe hopes increaſed, : 
cart was wonderful how his gratitude and love 
od. Increaſed alio! And though the gentleman's 
blefſÞouſe was then full of ſickneſs, yet it was made 
1y,Þ little heaven, by the bleſſing that was upon 


the heart of this poor child. 


hel 9. Though the child prayed much before 


utſihis, yet now it was remarkable what a ſpirit 
la-Jof prayer was poured down upon him, O 
enhhow he begged to be waſhed in the blood of 
hefChriſt! that the King of Kings, and Lord of 
is Lords, would pardon all his fins, and receive 
ntfihim into his kingdom. And when he heard 


he mention of the name of Chriſt, he was | ; 


ſometimes almoſt ready to leap out of his bed 

for joy. | | 
10. When it was told him, that if he lived 
he ſhould live the ret of his life to the glory 
of God, whole mercy had ſaved him, he would 
molt earneſtly cry out, The Lord helping 
eme, with all my foul I will live to his glory,” 
11. O how he would thank his dear maſter 
fur taking him out of the ſtreets when a poor 
deggar boy! admiring the goodneſs of God, 
which put it into the heart of a mere ſtranger 
to take ſuch care of ſuch a worthleſs creature. 
My dear maſter, he would ſay, bleſſed be 
| | » God, 


68 J 
God, that made you take pity upon me; for 


© 1 might have died and gone to the devil, and 
*been damned for ever, if it had not been for 
you.“ | | 

12. After this, however, he hinted to a Chriſ- 
tian friend, that he was ſtill afraid that he 
ſhould deceive himſelf with falfe hopes; to 
which his friend replied, * You ſay you fear 
that Chriſt will not accept you; I fear you 
are not willing to accept him.“ The child 
anſwered, Indeed } am.“ The Chriſtian 
friend replied, © If you are unfeignedly willing 
© to have Chriſt, he is ten thouſand times more 
 * willing to have you than you are to deſire it; 

© now, therefore, Chriſt again offers himſelf 
freely to you: receive him humbly by faith 
into your heart, and bid him welcome.” 

13. Upon which the child, in a rapture of 
joy, cried, * Well, all is well, the match is 
made. Chriſt is willing, and I am willing 
%; and now Chriſt is mine, and I am his 
© for ever.” And from that time he continued 
full of a joyful aſſurance of the love of Chriſt 
to him; praiſing him for it, and deſiring to 
die, that he might be fer ever with the Lord; 
and went to heaven with thele laſt expreſſions 
on his dying lips, Lord, into thy hands I com- 
mit my ſhpirit. At the time of his death he was 
but 10 years of age, E 
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EXAMPLE X, 


1. QARAH HENLEY was taken by her 

godly parents to hear a ſermon on this 
text, My yoke is eaſy, and my burden is 
© light;” by which her conſcience was awaken- 
ed, and ſhe was made to lee her need of the 
{al vation of Jeſus Chriſt, 

2. She would weep over her ſinful ſtate, 
and frequently would retire into her chamber, 
and there privately cry againſt her fins, and to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for his mercy, Some- 
times ſhe would take her little brother and 
filter with her; tell them of their loſt condi- 
tion by nature, weep over them, and pray 
with them, that they might be converted and 
ſaved from their ſinful ſtate, 

3. Under another very awful ſermon that 
ſhe heard ſoon after, ſhe was ſtill more affected, 
and ſpent a great part of that night in weep- 
ing and prayer, For ſome time ſhe could 
ſcarce take any reſt, deſiring with all her foul 
to eſcape from everlaſting flames, and to be 
bleſſed with an intereſt in Chriſt ; crying out, 
What ſhall I do for Chriſt ! What ſhall I do 
to be {aved!” 

4. She could ſcarce hear or ſpeak of ſin, 
but her heart was ready to melt. She loved 
her Bible wonderfully, was very dutiful to her 


parents; and would weep bitterly if ever ſhe Þ 
offended F 
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ET $$, 
offended them. She abhorred lying; hatedFriec 


idleneſs; and always was diligent in herſhe_ 
buſineſs. fur 

5. When the Lord afflifted her with ftck4 g. 
nels, ſhe was in great diſtreſs of mind, andſive, 
begged her mother would pray for her. Iwer 
© {ee,” ſaid ſhe, I am undone without ChrilſtF hea 
* and pardon, Alas! I am undone to allff pro 
eternity.” wh 

6. Her mother wondering that one of herffſelv 
blameleſs life ſhould be thus alarmed, aſked 
what fin lay heavy on her ſpirit? She an-“ 
ſwered, No fin ſticks ſo cloſe to my con pe ti1 
ſcience as the fin of my nature; and that 
* without the blood of Chriſt, is enough to 
© damn my ſoul.* Then ſhe ſaid, Mother, ff acc: 
* pray that I may have a ſaving knowledge offear 
© Chriſt, and that I may have an aflurance of lov 


God's love to my foul.” . 


7. One time ſhe fell into a fit, and cried, IÞhild 
© am going, 1 am going: but what ſhall I do toſſinto j 
be ſaved? Sweet Lord Jeſus, I will lie at thyeque 
feet; and, if I periſh, it ſhall be at the foun-F We 
©tain of mercy.” 12. 
8. She was always afraid of preſumption, peak 
and dreaded a miſtake about the (tate of her udib 


fonl. She would cry, © Give me faith, OF Lor 


© Lord, give me faith, that I may not be aff con; 

* fooliſh virgin. having a lamp and no dil. Lor 

Crying out, O for aſſurance, allurance!' and glor 
cried 


1 
ried out to all to help in prayer for her, that 
e might be bleſſed with a well - grounded 
lurance. | 4 
9. Her mother aſked her how ſhe ſhould 

ive, if God ſhould fpare her life? She an- 
* IBwered, * Truly, mother, we have ſuch baſe 
riſf hearts, that I cannot tell. We are apt to 
allf promiſe great things when we are ſick ; but 

when we recover, we are apt to forget our- 

erf ſelves, and again turn unto belly. 
ed 10. Being full of holy love to her parents, 
n-þnd being much pained leſt her mother ſhould 
n- pe tired out by nurſing her, ſhe looked at her 
natÞmother, who ſaid, IIow ſhall I bear parting 
toff with you, when my eyes are ſcarce dried on 
er, account of the death of your brother !' The 
officar affettionate child cried, * The God of 
olf love ſupport and comfort you.” 

11. Much prayer was made for this good 
„IFhild, that ſhe might have a triumphant entry 
toſinto glory: and the Lord truly an{wered their 
ny equeſts; for ſhe cried with much confidence, 
n- Well, I will venture my foul upon Chriſt.” 

12. And when all thought ſhe had been paſt 
n, ſpeaking, ſhe broke forth and ſaid, with an 
er fudible voice and chearful countenance, 
OF Lord, thou haſt promiſed, that whoſoever 
a cometh unto thee, thou wilt in no wife caſt out 3 
lf Lord, I come to thee. O how {weet, kow 
d glorious is Jelus! O haw I love the tweet 
q 'ank 


with the love of Chriſt, and rejoicing in God | 


© experience, the devil will tell you, that yo 


am going into eternity; O therefore u 


© and glorious Jeſus! O the wonderful lor 
of God, in fending Chriſt to ſuch a poor lo 


twe 
ſtri1 


creature! O what free grace and mercy! 
Thus ſhe went on for a time, overpowered, 2 
ants 

her Saviour. - 
13. She then addreſſed all the family. Sl: das 
gave ner Bible as a legacy to one of her bro part 
thers, and delired him to uſe it well for hc pare 
ſake; and then added the following exhorta gie 
tion to all that ſtood by. 8 
14. O get Chriſt to your ſouls, while yo 
are young: remember now your Creator be Ren 
© fore you come to a ſick bed. I know, by?) 
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are young, that you need not be in ſuch haſte 
that you will have time enough when yo 
gare old, But you ſee I, who am but young 


© your calling and election ſure, while you are i 
© health! Remember theſe are the words of 
dying ſiſter. Oh! if you knew how good 
© Chriſt is! Oh! if you had but one taſte o 
© his love, you would rather go to him a thou 
{and times than ſtay in this wicked world 
would not for ten thouſand and ten thou 
« ſand worlds part with my intereſt in Chriſt 
O happy am I that I am going to everlaſtin; 
«joys! I would not return pack again fo! 

„ tweni! 
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twenty thouſand worlds. And will not you 
rive to get an intereſt in Chriſt?” 

?Þ 25. Then looking round on one of the ſer- 


. ants, whom ſhe thought to be graceleſs, ſhe 
id, O what will you do in that great day, 


OV 


lol 


re 


when Chriſt ſhall ſay unto the wicked, De- 
part from me, ye curſed, into eve,laſting fire, pre. 
pared for the devil and his angels, O how it 
grieves me to think that any whom I knew 
on earth ſhould be turned into the lake that 
burns for ever! O thoſe words rok Ever! 
Remember the words ror Ever. O pray, 
pray that God would g ve you grace!“ 
„6. Her grandmother then ſaid, that ſhe 
; ent herſelf too much. She anſwered, * I 
2 care not for that, if I could do any ſoul 
ng good.“ And whatever ſhe ſaid was with ſuch 
Fthemence of affection, as if her heart had 
Fen in every word, 
117. Next day ſhe was exceedingly defirous 
od die, and cried out, Come, Lord Jeſus, 
oeome quickly, and conduct me to thy taber- 
oulhacles! I am a poor creature without thee; 
a ut my ſoul longs to be with thee. O when 
oulhall it be! why not now, dear Jeſus! Come, 
(Lord Jeſus, come quickly! But why do 1 
ind peak thus? Thy time, dear Lord, is the belt, 
16 give me patience to wait for the bleſſed 
our!“ 
18. On the Lord's. day, on which ſhe died. 
| — ſhe 


ro 
he 


WW, - 


fhe ſcarce ſpoke to any; but deſired thankſſſo pe 
giving might be offered up among thoſe Chriſpf d. 
tians that had been praying for her, for thahhat 
full aſſurance of his love that he had given hehe 
{o richly to enjoy. et 
19. Even to the laſt, ſhe ſeemed to be much} 4. 


{ſwallowed up with the thoughts of God's freſſion « 


love to her {oul. She would often commen@veet 
her ſpirit into the Lord's hands; and the lafſpec 
words ſhe was heard to ſpeak were theſeShhers 
* Lord help, Lord Jeſus, help;” and thus ſweetlſtoun 


Nept in him, hey 
| crel 

223 CR bout 
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EXAMPLE XI. abe 


earn! 

1, *A NOTH ER good little girl became verſſſhers 
ſerious, when ſhe was between fou 6. 

and five years old, She would aſk the mofhne 
ſerious - queſtions concerning God, Chrilhem 
and her own ſoul. Iey C 
2. She was greatly afraid of hypocriſy, nd a 
of doing any thing to obtain praiſe from otherSught 
Hearing one of her brothers boaſt that hat 
had been at prayer, ſhe rebuked him for h, (| 
pride, and ſaid, that ſuch prayers could n(ings 


© profit, when it was only our deſign to hem 


others know what we had been doing.“ Fviſdc 
3. She was lo affected at the love of Chri him. 


TIES 


© SE 


Klo poor ruined ſinners, and the great danger 
riſpf dying without an intereſt in his atonement, 
haFhat when ſhe read of theſe things in the Bible, 
iefſhe would frequently burſt into tears, through 
e tenderneſs and love of her heart. 

4. She was greatly concerned for the ſalva- 
ion of all ſhe knew, and would often ſay fome 
eet words to allure them to Chriſt, She was 
Fipecially concerned for the good of her bro- 
hers and ſiſters, And the Lord bleſſed her 
ounſels and examples to ſome of them, ſo that 
hey would very frequently retire with her to 
cret prayer; and aſk many ſerious queſtions 
bout the things of God. 

5. She was very careful to keep holy the 


ers and ſiſters. N 


pme other little children together, and told 
em. that it was the Lord's-day, and that 
ey ought to remember and keep it holy;“ 
d after telling them that the whole of it 
ught to be ſpent in religious exerciſes, except 
hat was done in works of mercy and neceſ- 
y, ſhe 33 with them; and among other 
ings, * begged that the Lord would give 
them, who were. little children, grace and 
wiidom, that they might know how to ſerve 


brihim,” 


abbath, ſpending it in reading, praying, and 
earning her catechiſm, or teaching her bro- F 


6. Being left at home, ſhe got them and 


( 3 
7. She was full of compaſſion to all; bu 
eſpecially to her widowed mother, and did al 


in her power to render her life comfortable tc K 


her. She would ſeldom or never complain o 


any thing but fin; and when her mother wa; 


anxious about worldly things, ſhe laboured tc 
direct her from her carefulneſs; and ſome 
times told her, that grace was better than that 
and that ſhe had rather have Chriſt, his grace 
and love, than all the world beſides, 

8. When one of her relations complained 
of their poverty, ihe faid, A man may go tc 
* heaven without a penny in his purſe, but not 
* without grace in his heart.” 

9. For ſeveral years ſhe thought much o 
eternity and glory, enquiring about the Joy: 
of heaven; and was exceedingly deſirous tc 
be among them that were praiſing and loving 
and delighting themſelves in God, and ferving 
him without ſin. 

10, Her ſpeeches about ſpiritval things aſto 
niſhed many experienced Chriſtians, ſeeing 
ſuch wonderful grace and wiſdom in a chil 
ſo young. | 

11. Between eleven and twelve vears © 
age ſhe fell ſick, and encouraged her relation 
to be willing to part with her, as ſhe was go 
ing to heaven, and beſought them to prepare 
to meet her in a bleſſed eternity. | 

12, As ſhe lay dying, her mother expreſſe 
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her grief that ſhe had reproved and corrected 
her ſo often; but this meek and humble child 
replied, O mother, ſay not ſo; for I bleſs 
od, now I am dying, for your reproots 
and correftions: I might have gone to hel! 
had it not been for them,” 

13. After this ſhe had a great ſenſe of God's 
love, through a diſcovery of divine and cternal 
things to her mind, that filled her heart with 
joy unſpeakable, and full of glory; and ſhe ex- 
pired in a rapture of holy triumph; and was 
taken by angels to. dwell for ever with the 


Lord. 
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PRAYERS 


CHIL DEE N, 


Not only with the Lip, but with the Heart, and 
only by fuch Children as humbly deſire to be the 
better for the Prayers they ſay. 


A Moruing Prayer. 
A OST merciful Lord, by thy gracious 


_" protection I have been defended from 
all the perils and dangers of the laſt night. 
0 let me begin the day by bleſſing thee for 
| | the good reſt and protettion I have enjoyed at 
= thy hand in my ſleeping hours. 

{| Save me, thoa God of love, from all thoſe 
| inward feelings that are wicked and abomina- 
ble in thy ſight, May my hcart be kept by 


— - 
— — —— — 


' thee from pride and anger, from [tubbornneſs 
before others. and hardneſs before thee, Thou 
knoweil, Lord., the wickednels of all hearts; 
of thy 
Ho!y 


© grant that a ſinful child, by the grace 
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Holy Spirit, may feel that bleſſed change as 
that ſin may be no more beloved and practiſed 
by me, but that I may live to love thee, and 
love to ſerve thee, 
O permit me not to run out of the path of 
duty this day, leit I ſhould run into the way 
of danger, Lead my mind into thoughts that 
Ire profitable and good, May I not ſpend a 
lay upon earth without thinking of and talk- 
Ing about the love of our molt gracious Sa- 
„e Fiour, who died for my fins, and now ever 

Ives to make interceſſion in heaven for me. 

In his name I further pray unto thee, and ſay, 
ur Father winch art in heaven, ha!lgwed be thy 
ame ; thy kingdom come ; thy will be done in 
arth, as it is in heaven: give us this day our daily 
read and forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
em that treſpaſs againſt us: and lead us not into 
emptation, but deliver us from evil for thine is 
le kingdom, and the power and the glory, for ever 
nd ever. Amen, 


An Evemng Prayer. 


1 3 Lord, by thy merciful protection I have 

been delended throughout this day ; by 
ls lie bounty of thy providence all my wants 
u Fave been ſupplied, while many have been in 
3 Piſcry and diltrels, who were more 9 
0 
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of thy bounty than the poor unworthy child 
that now prays before thee. 

Bleſſed be thy name for all the good inſtruc- 
tion I have received. SanRify my heart and 
memory, that I may retain the ſame, ſo that I 
may daily increaſe in knowledge and in grace, 


to the comfort of my inſtructors, and. to the 


glory of thy great name. 

Pardon, moſt merciful God, for Jeſus Chriſt 8 
lake, all the ſins I have ined this. day. 
O give me repentance as well as pardon, that 
I may hate thoſe evils that render me hateful 
to thee, and be made lovely in thy fight, 


following the example of our bleſſed Saviour, 


through the grace of ty good Spirit upon 
my heart. 


A Prayer before or after reading the Scriptures, 


LESSED Lord, who haſt cauſed all holy 
{criptures to be written for our learning; 
grant that we may in ſuch-wiſe hear, read, 
mark, learn, and: inwardly digeſt them, that 
by patience and comfort of thy Holy Word 
we may embrace and ever hold fi the bleſſed 
hope of everlaſting lite, which thou haſt given 
us in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


A Prayer 


er 


A Prayer for the Lord's-Day Morning. 


OMPASSIONATE Saviour, thou haſt 
ordained for the good of poor ſinful man, 
that thy day ſhould be a day of reſt, O that 


it may not be a day of reſt from labour only, 
but alſo a day of reſt from the diſgraceful work 


lof fin. 


I bleſs thee that my parents are this day to 
lead me to thine houſe; and I pray thee that 
thou wouldeſt blefs the miniſter and all the 
people that ſhall attend to ae with me. 

Though I am a poor little child, and may 
not be able to remember much, yet give me 
grace that I may remember ſome good things 
that I may hear in thy ſacred ſervice, 

And O dear Saviour, make me the better 
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for what I ſhall hear, that I may love thee 


for dying for me, that my ſins might be par- 
doned through thy precious atoning blood. 

And may 1 thus be kept in thy E on 
earth, until I come to praiſe thee in thy king- 
dom above, there to ſpend an eternal Sabbath 
with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for 
evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer 


3 
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A Prayer for the Lord's-Day Evening. 
= O Fre Lord, let a little child bleſs 
Z thee, that while many children have 
been directed by their ungodly parents to pro- 
fane thy Sabbath, by turning it into a day of 
vanity and pleaſure, I have been taken by my 


beloved parents to attend thy ſacred worſhip. 
O forgive me that I thought ſo little of 


il praiſe and prayer, and of hearing thy word, 


lM while I was in thy houſe. As I grow older, 
may I grow wiſer and and love thy 
ſervice more and more; till at laſt I may be 
brought to ſerve thee and to love thee for the 


redemption of a ſinful world, and for thy 
mercies to a moſt unworthy child, through 


= jclus Chriſt, our Lord and Saviour. 


Amen, 


| 4 Prayer that a Child may ſay before the Lord at 


any Iime, but eſpeciaily when his Heart is broken 


Moſt merciful and compaſſionate Lord, 
look down in love and pity upon me, 


thy poor child. Pardon me, that though ſo 


young, I have been ſo vile a ſinner in thy 
ſight. Give me a weeping eye, and a broken 
heart, for all my tranſgreſſions; and, for the 


lake 


6 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, let not my fins be my 


etecnal ruin. 


And as thou, by thy good Spirit, canſt 


change the hearts of fallen finners, ſo wilt 


thou change my heart, and fill me with love 
to thy dear name, that I may delight in all thy 
commandments, and live in thy fear from day 
to day. | 

Teach me to remember that thou haſt an 
eye that can ſee all that I do, O help me to 
look up unto thee, and keep me from ſin, that 
I may 6 kept from the juſt puniſhment that 
fin deſerves. 

O dear Saviour, thou waſt wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions, and thou didſt ſuffer the painful 
death upon the croſs to ſave me from eternal 
death; grant me thy grace, that I may love 
thee with all my heart, for the love thou haſt 
ſhewn towards me: and may I be enabled to 
live to thy praiſe and glory for evermore. 
Amen. | 

The grace of our Lord Feſus Chrift, and the 
love of God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, 
be with us all evermore, Amen, 
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